AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Proc. 8538 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 8538 of June 18, 2010
World Refugee Day, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On World Refugee Day, we honor the contributions and resilience of those
forced to flee from their homelands due to violence, persecution, or natural
disasters. The hard-earned wisdom, diverse experiences, and unceasing
courage of refugees enrich our Nation and strengthen our unique nar-
rative—that America stands as a beacon of hope and opens our doors to
those in need. Today, we celebrate the triumph of the human spirit exem-
plified by these displaced individuals, and acknowledge the compassion of
those who welcome them into their homes and communities.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Refugee Act of 1980. This his-
toric legislation championed by Senator Edward M. Kennedy created the
current Federal Refugee Resettlement Program and codified into law the
right to asylum for refugees. Through the Refugee Act and continued hu-
manitarian aid, America’s leadership in international relief efforts and in
defense of human rights has helped expand protections for countless refu-
gees, internally displaced persons, and other victims around the world.

Some refugees face bleak prospects of returning to their native soil, and
they must find security in peaceful areas. Many uprooted people have
found safe haven in America, bringing with them determination and opti-
mism to contribute to our cultural, economic, and intellectual fabric. Wel-
coming more refugee men, women, and children than any other country,
the United States has provided a home to some of the world’s most vulner-
able individuals, enriching our own country and advancing our leadership
in the world.

Refugees face daunting challenges in an unfamiliar society with new rules,
new resources, and often a new language. Yet, in spite of all they have
faced—harrowing acts of violence or devastation, flight across borders in
search of aid and shelter, uncertain and often prolonged stays in camps,
and travel to a strange country—refugees are survivors. Living in the
United States presents an opportunity to move forward, one that countless
refugees from all over the globe have embraced. Their remarkable deter-
mination to rebuild a brighter future after great adversity embodies our Na-
tion’s promise and spirit of boundless possibility.

On June 20, we recognize the past 30 years of refugee resettlement and pro-
tection in the United States as a demonstration of our overall efforts in sup-
port of people in need around the world. Recognizing the continuing chal-
lenges and barriers faced by refugees, my Administration has undertaken
a comprehensive review of the United States Refugee Admissions Program,
with the goal of strengthening support for refugees and those who assist
them. This will build on the vital work of international organizations like
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, which
provide emergency food, shelter, medical care, and other types of assist-
ance to those uprooted by crisis. As we commemorate World Refugee Day,
we recommit to ensuring that the blessings of liberty and opportunity are
available to all who seek it.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 20, 2010, as World
Refugee Day. I call upon all the people of the United States to observe this
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8539 of June 29, 2010

To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized
System of Preferences

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to sections 501 and 503(a)(1)(A) of the Trade Act of 1974, as
amended (the “1974 Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2463(a)(1)(A)), the President
may designate articles as eligible for preferential tariff treatment under the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP).

2. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(A)), beneficiary developing countries, except those designated as
least-developed beneficiary developing countries or beneficiary sub-Saha-
ran African countries as provided in section 503(c)(2)(D) of the 1974 Act
(19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(D)), are subject to competitive need limitations on the
preferential treatment afforded under the GSP to eligible articles.

3. Section 503(c)(2)(F)(i) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)(i)) pro-
vides that the President may disregard the competitive need limitation pro-
vided in section 503(c)(2)(A)E)(II) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(A)(1)(I1)) with respect to any eligible article from any beneficiary
developing country if the aggregate appraised value of the imports of such
article into the United States during the preceding calendar year does not
exceed an amount set forth in section 503(c)(2)(F)(ii) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)(ii)).

4. Pursuant to section 503(d)(5) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)(5)), any
waiver granted under section 503(d) shall remain in effect until the Presi-
dent determines that such waiver is no longer warranted due to changed
circumstances.

5. Pursuant to sections 501 and 503(a)(1)(A) of the 1974 Act, and after re-
ceiving advice from the United States International Trade Commission (the
“Commission”) in accordance with section 503(e) (19 U.S.C. 2463(e)), I
have determined to designate certain articles as eligible articles when im-
ported from any beneficiary developing country.

6. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that
in 2009 certain beneficiary developing countries exported eligible articles
in quantities exceeding the applicable competitive need limitations, and I
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